
iN2015 MASTERPLAN & iN2015 STEERING COMMITTEE – FACT SHEET

iN2015 - What is it?

· IDA is leading a national effort to formulate and develop ‘iN2015’ (pronounced “in twenty-fifteen), a 10-year masterplan to grow the infocomm sector and to build a well-connected society. 

· When Singapore first embarked on the National Computerisation Plan to computerise the Civil Service in the 1980s, there have been various plans to grow an IT industry and build connectivity within Singapore. These include the National IT plan, which saw the development of TradeNet, LawNet and MediNet; IT2000 when Singapore ONE (One Network for Everyone) was developed; and, Infocomm 21 and Connected Singapore, which focused on the further developing ICT in the private and public sector, and promoting ICT among the public. 

· Today, the infocomm industry contributes 6 percent to Singapore’s GDP. Infocomm technology usage in Singapore households ranks among the highest in the world, with at least one computer in 74% of Singapore homes, more than 40% dial-up Internet penetration, household broadband penetration at 42%, 99% island-wide broadband coverage and mobile penetration rates at 92%.

· iN2015 will be launched in 2006. This masterplan will identify new possibilities for Singapore’s industries, economy and society empowered by next era technologies. iN2015 will keep Singapore relevant with the changing global ICT environment, and hence, propel Singapore into the ICT forefront to ensure continued international competitiveness.

Genesis of the title ‘iN2015’:

· Singapore is already an Intelligent Island with an excellent infocomm infrastructure and a liberalised telecoms market. Now, Singapore is transiting beyond physical ICT achievements, towards ICT-savvy businesses, a smart workforce and a well-connected society to become an Intelligent Nation. 

· ‘iN’ is an abbreviation of ‘Intelligent Nation’, with a play on the character ‘i’ that identifies with ‘infocommunications’. The vision from this 10-year masterplan will culminate in 2015. This also marks Singapore’s 50th anniversary of its independence and nation-building. 

Developmental Plans:

· The development of iN2015 is a national co-creation effort by all who have a stake in Singapore. This vision can only be made reality by 2015 through the commitment of the government, industry and the people.

· Efforts to develop iN2015 will include:

· seeking views & perspectives of local and international infocomm players; businesses in key economic sectors such as manufacturing, logistics, healthcare and education; experts and futurists. 

· environment scanning and analysis of future global and local trends (technology, industry, economic / market, political and social).

· examination of Singapore’s (and the infocomm industry’s) strengths and weaknesses; possible opportunities and threats; review the current state of infocomm development; and, identify the long-term infocomm industry structure and manpower profile.

Areas of Focus:
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iN2015 – Steering Committee:

· A high-level iN2015 Steering Committee led by Mr Lam Chuan Leong, Chairman of IDA has been formed. Steering committee members will chair sub-committees that will identify areas of opportunity where infocomm technologies can create new value propositions and innovative services, to enhance the productivity and competitiveness of key economic sectors. These sectors include Digital Media & Entertainment, Education & Learning, Financial Services, Healthcare & Biomedical Sciences, Logistics & Hi-Tech Manufacturing, and Tourism, Hospitality & Retail.
· To set the strategic directions and guidance for the masterplan, the Steering Committee will oversee the following:  

· Steer the development of the iN2015 masterplan with focus on:

· How infocomm and other next era technologies (e.g. sensor technology, biocomputing and nanotechnology) will transform the way we live, work, learn and play

· How infocomm and other next era technologies will transform key economic sectors for greater efficiency and competitiveness

· The infocomm infrastructure of the future to support the new capabilities

· The infocomm industry and manpower development strategies to develop new high-growth industry clusters

· Government policies and regulatory frameworks to facilitate the deployment of new infocomm infrastructure and applications

· Set strategic direction and provide guidance to the Industry Sub-Committees in the development of the iN2015 sectoral plans

· Propose ideas and identify issues for further evaluation and deliberation by the Industry Sub-Committees, supported with background research and analysis by the iN2015 Secretariat

· Review and endorse the sectoral plans and recommendations of the Industry Sub-Committees at critical milestones

Quote from Mr Lam Chuan Leong, Chairman, iN2015 Steering Committee: 

“Singapore is in a competitive race with other countries. It is no longer a matter of moving first, but a matter of moving faster - ahead of others to stay relevant and competitive. It is all the more important that we take a look at the role that infocomm can play to help Singapore stay highly competitive, to look ahead for the next 10 years, and implement strategic initiatives that will keep Singapore in the fore.”

About Infocomm Development Authority of Singapore:

The Infocomm Development Authority of Singapore (IDA) is committed to growing Singapore into a dynamic global infocomm hub.  IDA uses an integrated approach to developing infocommunications in Singapore.  This involves nurturing a competitive telecoms market as well as a conducive business environment with programmes and schemes for both local and international companies. For more news and information, visit www.idanews.gov.sg.


For media clarifications, please contact:

Cindy Kong (Ms)

Manager, Corporate & Marketing Communication

Infocomm Development Authority of Singapore

Tel: (65) 6211 1997

Fax: (65) 6211 2227

Email: cckong@ida.gov.sg
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IDA will also consult industry focus groups on:
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