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SINGAPORE’S FIXED WIRELESS BROADBAND LICENSING FRAMEWORK

The licensing framework is formulated based on our primary consideration that fixed wireless broadband (FWB) operations is a focused service market and there is already enough market competition from fibre, DSL and cable modem service offerings in the Singapore market.

1
Licensing Approach


IDA will issue the FWB licences by way of an auction process. The auction format will be the Simultaneous Ascending Auction (SAA) or sometimes referred to as a Simultaneous Multiple Round (SMR) auction.

2
Number of Available FWB Spectrum Blocks   


Up to five FWB spectrum blocks will be available for bidding. Successful bidders will be allowed to aggregate up to three blocks of spectrum.

3
Duration of Licence


The licence will be for a duration of fifteen years.

4
Size of Spectrum Blocks


Two blocks of 2x112MHz; two blocks of 2x84MHz; and one block of 2x75MHz of FWB spectrum will be made available. Both the 2x84MHz blocks include 2x28MHz each for guard band provisioning. 

5
Reservation of Licence for New Entrant(s)


There will be no reservation of licence for new entrant(s). 

6
Spectrum Band

The auctioned blocks are to be located in the following spectrum bands and will be designated as Lots A through E.

Band Plan

Lot
Location
Blocks

A
24.549-24.661

25.557-25.669
2x112 MHz

B
24.661-24.745

25.669-25.753
2x84 MHz

C
24.745-24.829

25.753-25.837
2x84 MHz

D
24.829-24.941

25.837-25.949
2x112 MHz

E
31.000-31.075

31.225-31.300
2x75 MHz

Lots A and D are deemed “large” lots and lots B, C and E are “small” lots.

7
Participation of Singapore Telecommunications Ltd in the Auction

Singapore Telecommunications Ltd (SingTel) will be permitted to participate in the FWB auction. However, SingTel will be permitted to bid for only one of the small lots.

8
Reserve Price


The reserve price for the five lots will be as follows:

Size of Lots


Lot A – 2x112MHz
Lot B – 2x84MHz
Lot C – 2x84MHz
Lot D – 2x112MHz
Lot E – 2x75MHz



Reserve Price


S$4 million
S$3 million
S$3 million
S$4 million
S$2 million

9
Payment


The licence fee will be required to be paid in full prior to the issue of the licence.

10
Bidding for Lot(s)


In any one round of bidding, bidders can submit separate offers for two or fewer large lots or one or fewer large lots and two or fewer small lots. 

11
Notification of Pre-qualification Criteria


There will be pre-qualification criteria set for the auction. The criteria will be simple and will not involve applicants submitting their business and technical plans to the IDA for evaluation. Applicants will however, be required to submit to IDA information on cross ownership (among bidders), access to technical know-how and will also need to show IDA that they have the necessary financial support.

12
Commercial Service Launch Requirement


IDA will impose a licence condition requiring launch of commercial services within nine months of the award of the licence. The details will be released later.

13
No Quality of Service Standards and Rollout 


IDA will not impose any licence conditions requiring a certain level of Quality of Service standards nor require geographic coverage or rollout.

14
Interconnection, Access and Cabling Facilities Requirements 


The Code of Practice for Competition in the Provision of Telecommunication Services (Telecom Competition Code) and The Code of Practice for Info-communications Facilities in Buildings (COPIF) Competition Code govern interconnection, access and cabling facilities requirements for all facilities-based operators in Singapore and will be applicable to FWB operators. These Codes are available from the IDA website.

15
Spectrum Trading


IDA will allow resale of spectrum rights, subject to regulatory approval. To obtain approval for resale of spectrum, the receiving company must demonstrate to IDA’s satisfaction, its ability to offer FWB Services. 

16
Future Availability of Remaining FWB Spectrum

IDA will not hold any further FWB spectrum auctions within 18 months of the date this FWB auction ends. Thereafter, IDA will decide on when to issue additional FWB spectrum licences and the method based on market demand.
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