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FACT SHEET

imbX Ministerial Forum on ICT, 13 – 14 June 

Organised by the Infocomm Development Authority of Singapore, the inaugural imbX Ministerial Forum on ICT is held alongside Infocomm Media Business Exchange or imbX, a mega regional infocomm event in Singapore.  This Forum aims to provide a platform for ICT Ministers to discuss key technology trends that may impact socio-economic developments in the region.   

Hosted by Dr Lee Boon Yang, Minister for Information, Communications and the Arts, the Forum will be attended by ministers from Brunei, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.  Senior government officials from Cambodia, Hong Kong, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam will also participate in the Forum.
· List of ministers and senior government officials from the region:
Brunei:         
HE Pehin Dato Awang Haji Abu Bakar, Minister of Health, Acting Minister of Communication

Cambodia:

HE Mr Pan Sorasak, Undersecretary of State
Hong Kong:
Mr Francis Ho, Permanent Secretary for Information, Technology & Broadcasting 
Indonesia:
HE Sofyian Djalil, Minister for Communications and Information

Laos:
HE Mr Bouathong Vonglakham, Minister for Communications, Transport, Posts and Construction

Malaysia:
HE Datuk Dr Lim Keng Yaik, Minister of Energy, Water and Communications

Pakistan:
H.E. Awais Ahmed Khan Leghari, Minister for Information Technology and Telecommunications, Islamic Republic of Pakistan

The Philippines:
Commissioner Damian Domingo Mapa, Commission on Information and Communications Technology 
Sri Lanka:
HE Jayaratne, Minister of Posts, Telecommunications and Ubarata Development
Thailand:
H.E.  Kanawat Wasinsungworn, Vice-Minister, Ministry of Information and Communication Technology 

Vietnam

HE Le Nam Thang, Vice Minister of Post and Telematics 

· There will be a photograph opportunity on 13 June, 10am, at the Raffles City Convention Centre.  Please RSVP with Ms Sia Seow Yen, Corporate & Marketing Communication at sia_seow_yen@ida.gov.sg by 9 June (Thursday) for security clearance.
5th Asia Pacific Telecommunity Policy and Regulatory Forum, 15 – 17 June 

Singapore is hosting the 5th Asia Pacific Telecommunity Policy and Regulatory Forum (APT P&R Forum) from 15 to 17 June 2005, alongside imbX.  This is an annual gathering of telecommunications policy makers and regulators in the Asia Pacific region to share experiences and exchange views on policy and regulatory issues as well as to promote regional co-operation. 

The APT P&R Forum is typically held in the second quarter every year. The inaugural meeting took place in 2001 in Phuket, Thailand. The 2005 meeting will be the 5th APT P&R Meeting. The APT comprises 32 countries from the Asia-Pacific region including Afghanistan, Australia, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei Darussalam, China, P.R., Fiji, India, Indonesia, Iran, Japan, DPR Korea, Republic of Korea, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Maldives, Micronesia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nauru, Nepal, New Zealand, Pakistan, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Samoa, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Tonga and Vietnam. The APT P&R Forum is targeted at Chairman or Director-General level officials from ministries as well as regulatory authorities and related agencies.

Digital Exchange Day, 15 June

· Digital Cinema

The Asian D-Cinema Summit at imbX on 15th June will witness the descent of Hollywood Studios, such as Walt Disney Studios, Warner Bros and Sony 
Pictures Entertainment.  Both international and local experts from the Digital Cinema industry will also gather to share key learnings in the latest Cross Continent Digital Content Transmission project or CCTx.  Processing and management of digital content now becomes a reality through the commercial offerings of the CCTx.

Today, we have international digital media players such as Technicolor Network Services partnering with SingTel to ride on our infrastructure, to digitally distribute content to the rest of Asia.  As next steps, localisation of digital content is seen as an opportunity segment for companies in the ecosystem and upgrading of manpower skills in specific new verticals.  

· Digital Games
Games Bazaar
To-date, we have attracted 12 game titles on board this market testbed platform.  The Games Bazaar or GB is a market testbed for games companies such as game developers, publishers and distributors to market-test and deploy their games titles.  Plugging the gap of high initial start-up costs for game companies, GB offers utility pricing and scalability for faster access to Asia.  Out of the 12 game titles, 4 have been commercially-deployed.

Games Market Access Program or Games MAP
Today, Singapore is also equipped to offer game developers and publishers a one-stop deployment solution to access key markets in South East Asia.  In a joint government-industry effort, IDA together with Singapore-based regional internet communications service provider, Pacific Internet, launched a Games Market Access Program or Games MAP.  Games MAP will offer a full suite of services ranging from monthly fixed-priced regional deployment, hosting and distribution, community building and marketing support.  Powered by Sun Microsystems via deployment of the Sun Games Server Technology, Games MAP aims to provide game companies faster access to market and scalability with cross platform capabilities.  

· Computer Animation
As the global computer animation space grows, there is an important role that Singapore can play.  Leveraging on its strong IP protection and infrastructure, Singapore positions itself to become a trusted business hub for processing, management and distribution of Computer Animation assets.  IDA, together with 
SiTF DMC, is pleased to rally a collaboration of industry players in developing the Virtual Remote Rendering - Led by Managed Computing Centre (MC3) and comprising partners including Sun Microsystems, Alias, Mental Images and Equinix, the industry have come together to pilot a commercial offering in the form of a utility-based service for Virtual Remote Rendering for 3D animation assets. 
Local and international players can now tap on this Virtual Remote Rendering service to submit 3D animation assets for secured remote rendering. The benefits of this utility-based service in Singapore provides a cost-effective solution to support local players with infrastructural needs to create new computer animation content  and  also acts as a catalyst to attract more  international animation projects be rendered, managed and distributed from Singapore.

· Partnering Singapore to Know Asia
Riding on her strong infrastructure, strong IP protection and multi-cultural and multi-lingual workforce, Singapore is well-positioned as a Digital Exchange.   Owners of digital assets can now gain market access by riding on Singapore’s cross border trade agreements, regional networks and strengths as a trusted trading partner.  
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