Request for Comments from Singapore’s ICT Industry on Trade Negotiations in the World Trade Organisation (WTO)

The Infocomm Development Authority of Singapore (IDA) is seeking industry comments on Singapore’s WTO negotiating objectives for ICT Services
.  We would like to hear from all ICT-related companies and interests to ensure that we are pursuing issues of relevance and are making full use of the opportunities in the WTO to expand market access for all Singapore-based ICT companies.  We will consider industry’s views as we develop our positions for Singapore’s participation in the negotiations.  Your comments are due by 20 May 2002. 

Background

The WTO is the only international organization dealing with the global rules of trade between nations.  The WTO’s overriding objective is to help trade flow smoothly, freely, fairly and predictably. At its heart are the various WTO agreements, negotiated and signed by the majority of the world’s trading nations, and ratified in their parliaments.  

This year, the 144 WTO Members will start a new round of negotiations to liberalise trade in Services. These negotiations will build on existing trade liberalisation intiatives and bind market access concessions made since the last round in 1995-97.

WTO Members shall submit initial requests for specific commitments by 30 June 2002 and submit their initial offers by 31 March 2003.  The 2003 Fifth Ministerial Conference in Mexico is to take stock of progress, provide any necessary political guidance, and take decisions as necessary.  The negotiations are to end by 1 January 2005.  

Conduct of Negotiations

All services negotiations will be conducted in special sessions of the Services Council in Geneva, Switzerland.  They shall be conducted with a view of maximising trade benefits for all WTO Members and achieving an overall balance in the outcome of the negotiations. 

Contact Point

Please send your comments directly to muhd_hanafiah@ida.gov.sg by 20 May 2002. You may want to refer to the checklist attached in formulating your comments and we encourage you to submit your comments in the attached standard format.

Thank you.

RESTRICTIONS ON TRADE AND INVESTMENT CHECKLIST

I
Restrictions on Establishment

· Foreign equity restrictions, including joint venture requirements

· Restrictive investment licensing procedures

· Minimum capitalisation requirements

· Minimum performance requirements

· Geographical limitations on establishment

· Limits on choice of form of establishment (branch, subsidiary, representative office)

· Numerical limits on establishment (eg, number of branch offices in a country)

· II
Restrictions on Personnel

· Numerical or other limits affecting ability to bring in personnel of choice

· Nationality requirements for top managers or others

· Limits on length of stay

· Other work permits or visa restrictions 

· Requirements to train domestic employees

· Foreign government subsidies that affect Singapore companies’ ability to compete in that country, or in a third country

· III
Monopolies

· A foreign company has a monopoly in one sector and uses its monopoly status to compete unfairly in another, open sector

· IV
Restrictions on Government Procurement

· Lack of transparency in procedures and regulations

· Discrimination in favour of host-country suppliers

· Discriminatory technical requirements

· Discriminatory qualification requirements or procedures

· Trade-balancing requirements, technology transfer and R&D requirements, or other offsets

· Establishment/investment requirements

· Concessions and Build-Operate-Transfar (BOT) arrangements – lack of transparency or access in their award

· V
Preferences

· Preferences that benefit domestic companies over foreign companies

· Preferences that benefit companies from certain foreign countries over others

· VI
Restrictive Regulations

· Restrictions in host country accreditation and licensing requirements; non-recognition of qualifications or credentials

· Non-transparency in host country accreditation and licensing requirements (affecting company/affecting individuals)

· Non-transparency, lack of advance notice of changes, lack of opportunity to comment in new/proposed regulations, no appeal on licensing decisions

· Biased / discriminatory regulations

· Standards in regulations higher than/lower than/otherwise not in step with international standards or practice

· VII
Other Restrictions

· Restrictions on repatriation of profits; other currency restrictions

· Inadequate host-country infrastructure – telecommunications, financial services, distribution, transportation, construction

· Limits on ability of foreign consumers to travel to/make purchases from Singapore

· Restrictions affecting electronic delivery of services overseas (voice, fax, internet)

· Restrictions on access to and use of domestic public networks 

· Restrictive business practices between private parties

· Any other quotas or quantitative restrictions on services or service suppliers 
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� ICT Services include telecommunication services (wireline and wireless), computer & IT services (including data hosting, software services, consulting and all other related services) as well as postal/courier services.


� Based on a 2001 USTR survey
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