FACT SHEET ON E-CELEBRATIONS 2003 THEMATIC MONTHS

Security & Trust Month – July 2003

Data security and privacy online are real concerns, which if ignored, may cost individuals and organisations money and goodwill. During the Security & Trust Month, issues related to creating and identifying a safe and secure online environment will be addressed. 

Organisations that are serious about positioning their online businesses as trustworthy should adopt the TrustSg
 seal. This is a trustmark that single outs an e-commerce website with best practices and one that understand consumers’ need for security. 

Consumers can enjoy peace of mind when transacting with a website that displays the TrustSg seal. They can be assured that any personal details submitted online will only be used for the purpose of that particular transaction. They can also expect sufficient information on the website to help them make informed buying decisions.

During Security & Trust Month, there will be workshops and seminars to help companies implement online risk management processes to safeguard their business.  Consumers can look forward to fun and educational activities where they can pick up tips on how to protect themselves when transacting online.
Telecommuting Month – August 2003

Telecommuting helps business owners cut down on operational costs and aids business continuity. As employees get to work from home, they can lead a more balanced lifestyle which boosts their morale and job performance. The net effect of telecommuting is that businesses can become more competitive and staff members can also be happier and more productive.

Telecommuting Month will show busy working executives how to operate beyond the walls of the office and still stay productive. Through roadshows, seminars and talks, they can learn how to upload and download big graphic and video files from home with a little help from broadband solutions. With wireless technologies and wireless hotspots sprouting up in Singapore, working executives can keep tabs on their email wherever they are using a PDA, laptop or mobile phone. Web conferencing, which allows for real-time communication across the globe - is another power tool which will be highlighted in Telecommuting Month.

Q-Busting Month – November-December 2003

Consumers looking to save time, money and rid the hassle of daily essential activities like shopping, banking and applying for government licences will surely welcome the line-up in Q-Busting Month.

During this thematic month, consumers will learn all about cutting queues at shopping malls, banks and government offices.  Working with charitable organisations, IDA will also organise e-auctions and e-donation drives to raise funds for the less fortunate. There will be roadshows and festive online fairs to bring the benefits of online shopping, Internet Banking, and Government e-Services - directly to the users. 

A special online textbook sale will allow parents to buy primary and secondary textbooks for their children with a few clicks of the keyboard and enjoy home delivery of the books.

Digital Fun – March 2004

Digital Fun Month will help everybody discover a new avenue of fun and entertainment with digital media. Participants will have the opportunity to learn, create, play, win and most importantly, have fun – using the latest digital media gadgets, services and software tools. There will be workshops where they can learn and express themselves being a digital musician, photographer, micro-movie producer or multimedia designer. They can hone these skills further in exciting and easy to enter competitions to create digital multimedia (photos, ringtones, micro movies), which can be presented at digital showcases. 

And contrary to the notion that the digital media is only for young people, Digital Fun month will show participants how digital media can offer fun and wholesome activities for the entire family.  Through a series of activities, digital media enthusiasts can introduce fun activities such as downloading streaming video and music to their friends and family members.

For more updates on the thematic months, visit www.ecelebrations.gov.sg
� TrustSg is a national trustmark programme that identifies and accredits organisations and businesses that meet the standards set by the National Trust Council to promote sound e-Business practices.
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