ANNEX 1 – Fact Sheet : About g-MAP
g-MAP, which stands for Enterprise-g MAnpower Programme, is a collaboration between IDA, Oracle and its partners to further develop grid capabilities and skills in Singapore. It has two main objectives: to develop Singapore's Enterprise Grid manpower capabilities, and to support the global industry’s need for an Enterprise Grid Architect Certification Programme.

Partners will work together with Oracle to outline the necessary skills and knowledge that IT professionals need to build, create, manage and run enterprise grid computing environments, and to drive their systematic adoption through focused certification programmes. This will help to create a comprehensive certification roadmap for students and IT professionals seeking to work with grid computing technologies. 

g-MAP will concentrate on ensuring a ready supply of trained personnel for the ongoing development of Grid computing. To that end, Oracle and its partners have developed g-MAP’s programmes into three levels that will progressively scale up the skills and abilities of individuals to understand, operate, implement and eventually design and manage enterprise grid computing projects.

· Student training: Nanyang Polytechnic is the first institute of higher learning that is participating in this effort. The overall thrust of this level is to raise awareness of enterprise grid computing within the student population.

· Administrator training: Oracle and its partners already provide professionals with basic training in operating systems and software that have grid-related technologies. Participants work towards database administration certification  (Oracle 10g certification, certified by Oracle), and either Linux or Solaris system administration certification (certified by Red Hat Linux and Sun Microsystems, respectively). With this foundation training, these professionals become administrator-certified professionals. Interested students may also seek to obtain such certification with Oracle and its partners. 

For Singaporeans and Singapore PRs, they can enjoy funding from IDA under the CITREP program for foundation training. Under CITREP, participants will be eligible for 50% funding support for the course fee and examination fee, capped at S$2500 and S$500 respectively. 

· Enterprise Grid Architect certification: This is the key development introduced by g-MAP. Experienced professionals with administrator level certification will be able to take their skills to a higher level with this workshop, which will certify them to not only operate but also design Grid systems and manage the projects involved in building them. The certification will be managed by the Institute of Systems Science, with inputs on syllabus by Oracle, Red Hat and Sun.

Details of the workshops at Nanyang Polytechnic and Institute of Systems Science will be announced in September 2005. These workshops will also allow for knowledge exchange, as IT professionals in the Asia Pacific can also benefit from these programs.  

The end result is to target creating a pool of over 300 people who will fulfil the manpower needs for grid computing developments in Singapore and the Asia Pacific.
