Ms Ng Cher Keng

Director (Policy)

Infocomm Development Authority of Singapore

8 Temasek Boulevard

#14-00 Suntec Tower Three

Singapore 038988

Petition for Reclassification

Dear Ms Ng,

In IDA’s “Revised Proposed Code of Practice for Competition in the Provision of Telecommunication Services“, 1-Net Singapore Pte Ltd has been classified as a dominant licensee for ATM backbone services.  Referring to clause 2.4.3 of the same document, 1-Net would like to petition IDA to have 1-Net re-classified as non-dominant licensee.

We would like to refer to clause 2.2.2 for the justification of our request. This clause states that "a licensee will be classified as dominant if it controls facilities that:"
(i) “provide a direct physical connection to end-users within Singapore; and”

1-Net doesn’t provide direct physical connections to end-users. All 1-Net’s customers connect to its core network via SingTel’s Digilink or StarHub’s ATM service.

(ii)(a) “are not subject to sufficient competition to prevent the licensee from using its control over those facilities to restrict output or raise prices for telecommunication services provided to end-users above competitive levels; or”

1-Net does not own or control any facilities or equipment except for some core ATM switches and core IP routers. SingTel, StarHub and most of the ISPs own similar facilities or equipment. As such there is sufficient competition and no licensee, certainly not 1-Net, has exclusive control over this type of facilities.

(ii)(b) “are sufficiently costly or difficult to replicate that requiring new entrants to do so would create a significant barrier to rapid and successful entry by an efficient competitor.”

The facilities/equipment mentioned in (ii)(a) are not considered very costly. As indicated, most of the existing operators and ISPs own similar equipment.

We hope that based on this information, IDA will be able to look favourably at our request to be re-classified as non-dominant licensee.

Sincerely Yours,

Bart Voeten

Chief Technology Officer

1-Net Singapore Pte Ltd

